County seeks drawing for site proposal

Commission votes to spend $25,000 for rendering of mixed-use development;

Jones still wants a park
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Mobile County commissioners
decided Monday to spend as much
as $15,000 to come up with a vision
for a development on the old court-
house site.

Meanwhile, Mobile Mayor Sam
Jones is still pushing for the land to
be used as a park.

He wrote a letter to the county last
week saying he has been waiting

for months for the county to give
him drawings he needs to complete
a presentation on why they should
go with a park. He said Monday that
he has finally gotten approval to get
those drawings.

Commission President Juan Chas-
tang said Stainback Public/Private
Real Estate will create an artist’s
rendering, depicting a mixed-use
development on the site, with stores,
condominiums, a parking garage
and a park.

Chastang first spoke of the idea of

a development on the block on the
west side of Royal Street, between
Government and Church streets, last
year.

Prior to Chastang’s term, the
County Commission had decided to
build a Mardi Gras-themed park on
the land. That commission included
Jones, who has since been elected
mayor. Chastang was appointed

to the commission to fill Jones’
remaining term.

Chastang has said he wants to create
more residential space downtown

to try to revitalize the area. That
proposal was criticized by Jones.

Chastang said the Stainback firm
will consult with Jones and other
city officials, as well as with leaders
of nearby Christ Church Cathedral,
before deciding on a design for the
proposed development.

“l want to make sure everybody’s
happy with what we’re doing,”
Chastang said.

Jones said he would meet with
Stainback associates but he still
believes the best use for the land is
a park.

He has been trying to give a pre-
sentation to the commissioners to
prove his point since December but
has been unable to do so because
architects who did drawings of the
park proposal would not give Jones
those drawings without the county’s
permission.

Jones wrote letters to the county
asking for permission Dec. 20
and Feb. 9, and he said he finally
received a letter Monday saying
he would be granted access to the
drawings.

“| still want to sit down and talk

to them about how an open space
would be important to the residents
of the city of Mobile and Mobile
County,” he said. “The development
will probably already be planned by
then, but I intend to do that.”





